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construction of several batteries, armed with heavy artillery.
The Burmese made frequent sorties from the fort, to try and
interrupt this work, and on one occasion the working-parties
were charged by seventeen elephants, ridden by sharp-shooters, and
supported by a body of infantry. They were, however, driven
back by the Horse Artillery and Eocket Troop, and, the
elephant-drivers being killed, the animals made off into the jungle,
while the luckless sharp-shooters, throwing themselves to the
ground, retreated precipitately behind their defences.

The mortar and enfilading batteries  opened fire  on the 1st

capture of Donubyu.        APril<   and  the breaching   batteries at
Death of Banduia.         daybreak   on   the   2nd,   shortly   after

which the enemy were seen in full retreat. The position was
immediately seized, and a large amount of grain, ammunition,
and guns fell into the British hands. It was ascertained that
the sudden retreat of the enemy was due to the death of Bandula,
who had been killed by a shell on the preceding day. With him
fell the courage of the garrison, and the surviving chiefs had found
it impossible to animate the men to further resistance.

The death of Bandula was a severe blow to the Burman
cause. He was the chief instigator of the war, and its strenuous
advocate, and in courage and readiness of resource he had dis-
played great abilities. The management of a Burmese army for
BO long a period, evinced no small degree of talent, while the
position and defences of Donubyu, as a field work, would have
done credit to the most scientific engineer. He was an illiterate
man, who had risen to power by his bravery and audacity. "When
the war broke out he professed, and doubtless believed him-
self, able to lead his army to the capital of British India, and
actually took with him a pair of golden fetters c c to bind the
Governor-General.53 Although not actually present at Kamu,
he commanded in Arakan, and derived additional reputation
from the result of that campaign. When called to the defence
of Burma, he anticipated fresh triumphs, but the operations
round Rangoon taught him a different lesson, and although they
seem not to have shaken his pertinacity, they inspired him with
a new spirit, and added courtesy to his other merits. Of this
the reply he sent to General Cotton's summons, is a remarkably